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PROCEEDINGS AND PiPERS. 



Quarterly General Meeting, held at the Society's Apart- 
ments, William-street, Kilkenny, on Wednesday, October 18th, 
1865. 

James G. Robertson, Esq., Architect, in the Chair. 

The following new Members were elected : — 

Sir John Robinson, Bart., Eokeby Hall, Dunleer : proposed by 
Lord Clermont. 

Captain John Esmonde, M. P., Ballynastragh, Gorey : proposed 
by William Anderson, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Thomas Frederick Cooke Trench, Esq., Millicent, Naas ; ami 
Philip Read, Esq., Wood Park, ScarifF, county Clare : proposed by 
the Rev. Charles A. Vignoles. 

The Rev. M. V. Watson, Odogh Glebe, Kilkenny ; the Rev. 
James O'Carroll, R. C. C, Clonoulty, Cashel ; the Rev. William 
Meaher, R. C. C., Thurles; Maurice Fitzgibbon, Esq, Spring- 
mount House, Stoneyford ; John Ryley Robinson, Esq., F.R.G. S., 
F.G.S.E., F.S.A. Scot., &c., South Terrace, Dewsbury, York- 
shire : proposed by the Rev. J. Graves. 

Michael Fitzgerald, Esq., Inspector of National Schools, Par- 
sonstown; and Joshua H. Lamprey, Esq., Parsonstown : proposed 
by the Rev. J. Rogers. 

David Mahony, Esq., 34, Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin: proposed 
by C H. Foot, Esq,, Barrister-at-Law. 

The Rev. James Doyle, R. C C, Athy : proposed by the Rev. 
Thomas Greene, P. P. 

Frederick Carroll, Esq., Moon Abbey, Moon, county Kildare : 
proposed by Maurice Lenihan, Esq. 

William Pinkerton, Esq., F. S. A., &c., Jersey Villas, Houns- 
low, London : proposed by Edward Benn, Esq. 

Lyndsay Purcell, Esq., 1, Cloisters, Inner Temple, London : 
proposed by Mr. Prim. 

The Rev. EHas Tandy, AugnamuUan Rectory, Ballybay : pro- 
posed by the Rev. G. H. Reade. 
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Laurence J. Den, Esq., Urlingford ; and Richard Lindsay, 
Esq., Head Agricultural Instructor, Model Farm, Kilkenny: pro- 
posed by Mr. Hogan. 

It was resolved that a congratulatory address should be pre- 
sented to the Marquis of Ormonde, on the attainment of his ma- 
jority, his Lordship being one of the Patrons of the Society, and 
his father, the late much-lamented Marquis of Ormonde, having 
not only been a Patron, but one of its founders, and most warm 
supporters. The Hon. Secretaries were requested to prepare the 
address, to be signed at the ensuing Annual Meeting. 

The Rev. James Graves said, that the works of repair and con- 
servation, commenced at Clonmacnoise in April last, haying been 
for the present brought to a conclusion, he would now lay before 
the meeting a report of the receipts and expenditure, and then 
briefly state what had been done. It would be recollected that 
there were two separate funds subscribed in this matter — the first 
being devoted solely to the repairs and conservation of the remains 
of the ancient buildings existing at Clonmacnoise, the second in- 
tended to aid in bringing to justice the person who had, in the 
spring of 1 864, wantonly mutilated some of these remains. At the 
April Meeting (p. 292, supra), it was resolved that the balance of 
this last-named fund should be expended in the furtherance of the 
object for which the original fund was subscribed ; he would, there- 
fore, now lay before the Members a statement embracing both, 
viz. : — 

CHARGE. 

REPAIR FUND. 

By subscription received from Sir Arthur Ma- £ s. d. 

gennis, K. C. B., 10 

„ Kev. J. H. Todd, D. D., S. F. T. C. D., ..500 

„ The Earl of Dunraven, 3 

,, The Marquis of Kildare, 2 

,, The Earl of Enniskillen, 2 

,, Lord Farnham, 2 

„ Lord Talbot de Malahide, 2 

„ Sir D. J. Norreys, Bart., 2 

„ The Very Rev. The Dean of Ossory, ... 200 

„ The Rev. Luke Fowler, 2 

„ Rev. C. Vignoles, 2 

„ Dr. Newell, 200 

„ Ross Mahon, Esq., 200 

„ Robert J. Mooney, Esq., 2 

„ Daniel Mac Carthy, Esq., 2 

,, Eugene A. Conwell, Esq., 10 

£4F1)'"0 
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BEPAUi FUND — Continued. 

£ «. d. 

Brought forwm-d, 43 
By subscription received from the late Earl of 

Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, ... 100 

„ The Lord Bishop of Meath, 10 

,, Lord Clermont, 10 

„ Sir Thomas A. Larcom, K. C. B., .... 100 

„ The late Right Hon. John Wynne, ... 100 

„ Sir "William W. Wilde, 10 

„ Chief Baron Pigot, 10 

„ The late Very Rev. Dean Butler, .... 100 

„ Rev. R. Gibbings, D. D., 10 

„ Alexander Nesbitt, Esq., 10 

„ J, Lentaigne, Esq., M. D., 10 

„ W. Clayton Browne, Esq., ..... 100 

„ Mrs. Butler, 10 

,, Thomas Cooke Trench, Esq., 10 

„ G. R. Deighton, Esq., R. N., 10 

,, George Daly, Esq., 10 

„ W. H. Beckett, Esq., 10 

„ W. Potts, Esq., 100 

„ Dennis H. Kelly, Esq., 10 

„ Thomas F. Fay, Esq., 10 

„ A. G. 'Geoghegan, Esq., 10 

„ J. James, Esq., M. D 10 

„ Rev. T. Mac Donough, 10 

„ C. H. Foot, Esq., 10 

„ J. T. Pigott, Esq., 10 

„ J. Pigott, Esq., 10 

„ John Kirby, Esq., 10 

„ J. Q. Pigott, Esq., 10 

„ Miss 'Geoghegan, 10 

,, Miss Barbara 'Geoghegan, 10 

„ Robert Frazer, Esq., 10 

„ Mr. Thomas Kennedy, 0100 

,, Archdeacon Kyle, 5 

„ Rev. R. Stavely, 5 

., W. Griffith, Esq., 5 

,, W. R. Bruen, Esq. 5 

„ The late John Windele, Esq., 5 



PROSECOTIOK FUND. 



By subscription received from Lord Carew, 
,, The Right Hon. Chichester Fortescue, 
,, Sir Edwiu'd Conroy, Bart., .... 
,, Sir J. Eaierson Tennent, ..... 



£ *. 
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PROSECUTION FUND — Continued. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Brought forward, 4 71 5 
By subscription received from General Dunne, 

M. P., 10 

„ The O'Donovan, 10 

„ The Very Kev. Dean Graves 10 

,, Christopher Dain, Esq., 10 

„ The late R. Cully, Esq 10 

„ H. Barry Hyde, Esq., 10 

„ A. G. 'Geoghegan, Esq., . 10 

„ Alexander Nesbitt, Esq., 10 

„ J. H. Talbot, t;sq., 10 

„ Thomas Wise, Esq., M. D., 10 

„ Evelyn P, Shirley, Esq., M. P.,' 10 

„ Rev. J. L. Irwin, 10 6 

„ J. C. F. Kenny, Esq., 10 

„ Thomas Lalor, Esq., D. L., 10 

„ J. P. Prendergast, Esq., 10 

„ John CuUen, Esq., 10 

„ John Murphy, Esq 10 

„ Charles Falkiner, Esq., 10 

„ Daniel Mac Carthy, Esq., 10 

„ J. J. Connell, Esq., 10 

., AV. R. Farmar, Esq., 8 

,, Peter Burtchael, Esq., 5 

„ R. Caulfield, Esq., 050 

„ Miss Archer Butler, 5 

„ 0. H. Foot, Esq., 050 

„ Robert de Ricci, Esq., M. D., 5 

„ John Lindsay, Esq., 050 

„ Edward Read, Esq., 050 

,, John Laffan, Esq,, 050 

,, Robert Malcomson, Esq., 5 

„ Archdeacon O'Shea, P. P., 5 

„ F. Lloyd Phillips, Esq., 5 

„ G. C. Atkinson, Esq., 5 

„ Joseph Callwell, Esq. 4 

,, Patrick Duffy, Esq., 3 

„ John Lacy, Esq., 026 

„ Rev. Sylvester, Malone, R. C. C, .... 026 

„ Rev. J. F. Shearman, R. CO., 2 6 

„ James Cradock, Esq., 2 6 

„ J. F. Hogan, Esq., 026 

„ M. S. Rainsford, Esq., 2 6 

„ Andrew "Wilson, Esq., 2 6 

„ H. J. Caulfield, Esq., . . 2 6 

„ Rev. W. D. Massey, 020 

„ Andrew Jervise, Esq., 2 —23 19 6 

£95 4 6 
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DISCHAEGE. 

£ s. d. 

To Postage of Circulars and General Correspondence, . . 2 17 3 

,, Expenses of first Trial, 6 19 8 

„ Do. preparatory to second Trial, 5 

„ Map of the Churchyard of Clonmacnoise, for do. . . . 2 

„ Timber, Portland Cement, and Iron, 4 18 5J 

„ Lime, 2 12 

,, Cut stone, and Stonecutters' wages, 14 11 

,, Wages of Masons and Labourers, and Horsehire, . . . 55 15 4^ 

,, Smithwoik, 1 14 7 

„ Sundry expenses, 10 3 3 

£107 1 7' 

On Tuesday, April the 24th, he (Mr. Graves) proceeded to 
Clonmacnoise, and in conjunction with the Rector of the Parish, 
the Rev. Charles A. Vignoles,^ made a careful survey of the ruins, 
and arranged a plan of operations. In order to give a clear idea 
of what was effected, it might be necessary to remind the Members 
that the ruins of Clonmacnoise resolve themselves into three prin- 
cipal groups, viz., first, the Cathedral, with its surrounding cluster 
of mortuary churches, and the two round towers, all enclosed 
within the church yard of Clonmacnoise ; second, the Nunnery, 
or Rellig Caillach, situated some distance to the east of the first 
group ; and third, the Castle of Clonmacnoise, built within a pri- 
maeval earthwork or rath, and distant a few hundred yards west 
of the churchyard. The last group, though interesting to the 
antiquary, was not considered to come within the scope of the Re- 
pair Fund, as no part of it was in imminent danger of falling, and 
the absence of all decorative architectural features deprived it of 
especial value as a land mark in the history of Irish constructive 
art. To the first two groups, therefore, it was determined to con- 
fine the expenditure of the funds. The Rellig Caillach he would 
take first, and briefly describe what was done there ; and here he 
should mention that, the remains of this primitive monastic esta- 
blishment being situated on private property, it was necessary to 
secure the concurrence of the immediate proprietor, Mr. Charlton, 
of Clonmacnoise House, who kindly afforded every facility for the 
work, and allowed the sand needful for the building operations to 
be raised on his land. The Rellig Caillach consisted of an enclosure, 
in the shape of an irregular parallelogram, the massive septum, or 
fence, of which was originally' faced with huge undressed stones, 

^ The excess of expenditure (viz., concurred in the proposed plan of opera- 

£11 17s. 1(?.) has been defrayed by the tions, was present for a few days- 
general funds of the Society. ^ It is much to be regretted that a 

2 Mr. G. V. Du Noyer, who also fully short time previous to the commence- 
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with grouted rubble work in the centre. Within this septum were to 
be seen the remains of a small but very interesting church ; the walls 
in most places level with the surface, which swelled up round them in 
heaps of rubbish and debris. At the west end, just peering above 
the grass-covered mounds of fallen material, might be seen por- 
tions of the jambs of a fine western door, whilst of the chancel arch 
the two piers remained, with a few stones of two orders of the 
arch in situ in the northern side. The chancel arch had originally 
consisted of three orders, with hood moulds on both faces ; but of 
these, all except one had fallen, when the plates which illustrate 
Harris's " Ware" were engraved, more than a hundred years ago.' 
This remaining order had fallen within the memory of persons now 
living. The first step taken was to collect all the stones of the 
fallen arch which were to be found in and near the ruins of the 
church. Gangs of labourers were then set to work, both inside 
and outside the church, it being determined to clear away all rub- 
bish down to the level of the original floor internally, and to the 
plinth which ran round the walls externally. It was hoped that 
the remaining stones of the fallen chancel arch would be found in 
the course of these excavations ; and this expectation was in a great 
measure fulfilled. The excavators, having commenced their work at 
the western end of the church, proceeded to remove the mounds of 
grass-grown rubbish that had accumulated round the site of the 
doorway. In a very short time carved stones were lighted on ; and 
as they came nearer to the entrance, it was evident that the materials 
of a doorway of extraordinary richness lay where they had fallen 
when its arch succumbed to time, or the more destructive hand of 
man. Carefully avoiding injury to the delicate carved work of the 
jamb-stones and voussoirs, the exciting work of exploration pro- 
ceeded ; even the most ignorant labourer evinced an interest in 
the discoveries which every moment produced, and ere long he 
(Mr. Graves) had the intense gratification to see ranged in order,*on 
the grass, nearly every stone of a magnificent Hiberno-Romanesque 
doorway. This was an entirely unlooked-for discovery, as not a sin- 
gle stone of the arch had been known to exist before the excavations 
commenced. The entrance doorway having been cleared out, the 
work of excavation proceeded eastward ; and, as the workmen ap- 
proached the chancel arch, further discoveries were made. The 
stones of only two orders of this arch had been previously discovera- 

ment of the works now alluded to, it was induced Mr. Charlton, however, to spare 

thought necessary by the proprietor to from demolition a portion of the original 

break up this rude fence, and to build structure on the south side, which will 

a neat modern wall, on the same founda- serve as a specimen of the work, 

tion, round the enclosure, sledging the ' A view of the arch as it then stood, 

large blocks of stone to afford the ma- tottering to its fall, is prefixed to the 

terials. The original fence was probably account of the See of Clonmacnoise. 
1000 years old. He (Mr. Graves), had 
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ble : now, however, the materials of a third order, of a different 
design, but equal richness of workmanship, were turned up in great 
numbers ; and, in addition to this third order, the stones of the 
enriched hood mould of the western face of the arch were also re- 
covered. The excavation of the church, both internally and exter- 
nally, was then proceeded with ; several hundred cubic yards of 
rubbish were removed, and on an average about four feet of the 
walls of the church exposed to view, showing the style of its massive 
masonry. This portion of the work, though expensive, was easily 
accomplished, as any amount of labour was at command. Now, 
however, a more difficult job had to be taken in hand, and it was 
with some difficulty that a sufficient number of skilled masons and 
stonecutters was procured.^ On plumbing the piers of the chancel 
arch, it was found that the southern pier was out of the perpendi- 
cular, inclining bodily westward about two inches ; this inclination 
had originally caused the ruin of the arch, and if left uncorrected, 
it would be impossible to re-erect it satisfactorily or safbly. The 
set of the pier had, however, plainly arisen from a defect of the 
foundation of old standing, the masonry being solid and unshaken. 
It seemed, therefore, sufficient to remove the capitals of the several 
orders, and, resetting them with cement and slate packing in the 
joints, to level their upper surfaces for the reception of the arch. 
The piers were then strengthened by rebuilding the ruined side- 
walls to the height of the capitals. Timber was next procured, and, 
three separate centres having been constructed, the rebuilding of the 
chancel arch was commenced. The voussoirs were carefully set in 
Portland cement, all the original stones being first used up, and each 
order keyed in with plain new voussoirs where deficiencies occurred. 
The first order having been keyed, the second centre was erected, 
and the stones of this order set, tailing back over the first order.* In 
like manner, when this order was completed, the third centre was 
put up, and the outer order with its hood mould carefully set. Addi- 
tional masons the meanwhile carefully haunched up the arch in Bolid 
masonry, which was continued for about four feet above the crown, 
the sides being roughly stepped to a gable form to obviate too great 
formality, and the style of the old masonry being adhered to as 
closely as possible. The work was then allowed to set, and the 
masons removed to the west door. When the rubbish was cleared 
away, it was found that the existing portions of the jambs, as in 
most ancient Irish doorwaj's, inclined inwards ; a plumb-rule was 
set to this incline, the stones removed to the base, reset in cement, 
and completed to the tops of the capitals with the materials found 

' It is right to put on record the name ' Some stones of the first and second 

of our "master mason," Edward Kil- orders were in situ on the north pier, 

kenny, of Athlone, who slsilfuUy reset the thus indicating the arrangement of the 

arches,andunderpinnedtheroundtower. various members of the arch. 
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in the rubbish. The different orders' of the archway were then 
set one after the other, plain voussoirs being cut to key them in 
where the original stones were deficient. The arch was then 
haunched and weighted at top, as in the case of the chancel arch. 
The doorway being finished, now came the critical part of the 
work — the striking of the centres. The chancel arch was of consi- 
derable size, and being for the nonce architect and builder, and hav- 
ing overruled the masons in some points, he was a little nervous 
for the result. He was happy to say, however, that all remained 
" stiff and stanch" when the supports were removed ; and he had the 
great satisfaction to see this dated^ example of ancient Irish archi- 
tecture restored in some degree to the original state, close on the 
completion of the seventh century from its erection. 

Whilst the works at Rellig Caillach were in progress, the ruins 
comprised within the churchyard and grouped round the Cathe- 
dral, were not forgotten ; gangs of labourers were employed excavat- 
ing at the west end of the Cathedral, in hopes that the fallen stones 
of the west door' might be discovered. This expectation was 
disappointed, as only one or two were found. However, at the 
eastern end of the church the excavators were more fortunate ; and 
numerous details of the original late twelfth century windows, with 
which the east wall was pierced, were brought to light, as were 
also some seventeenth century monuments of the Mac Coghlans. 
Excavators were also set to work at Temple Finghin, and the 
rubbish cleared away from the base of the round tower, and side 
wall of the church — uncovering the base of a very rich twelfth cen- 
tury doorway of three orders at the west end of the south wall of 
the church. Some of the carved stones and capitals of this doorway 
were found in the debris, but not enough to allow of its being re- 
built. The walls of the various ruined churches were then repaired 
and pinned where needed ; and the quoins, which had been torn 
away for several feet from the ground, were carefully restored. 
The curious little cell, called St. Kieran's Church,* which was 
tottering to its fall, was pinned and buttressed, and the rubbish 
cleared out from its interior. The ivy, which ibr centuries had 

1 When the arch came to be erected, ramour of Dermod Mac Murrogh, King 
it was found that the fourth, or external, of Leinster, and is famous as the indi- 
order was entirely wanting — not a single rect cause of the Anglo-Norman con- 
stone of it was discovered. As it would quest of Ireland. 

have been impossible, with the means in • This doorway was perfect when the 
hand, to cut the voussoirs required to plates for Harris's "Ware" were en- 
complete this order, the massive hood graved. It had been re-edified at the 
mould was set in its place ; thus, as far close of the fifteenth century, retain- 
as possible, completing the arch. ing the carved capitals of the original 

> " A. D. 1 167, the church of the Nuns twelfth century work, 
of Cluain-mic-Nois was finished by * That this is not the original cell of 

Dearbhforgaill, daughter of Murchadh the saint was proved by the discovery of 

Ua Maeleachlainn." — " Four Masters," part of the shaft of a sculptured stone 

Ed. O'Donovan. This lady was the pa- cross, used as a building stone. 
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enveloped the greater round tower, called OKourk's, had inserted 
its stems between the massive courses of its northern side, and, dis- 
locating the stones, threatened to cause the ruin of the entire struc- 
ture at no very distant period. These courses were carefully taken 
out, stone by stone, the ivy removed, the stones restored to their 
proper beds, and solidly filled in with grouting — ^hus giving the 
base of the tower its original stability. Two other objects re- 
mained to be effected — one of which was the providing safe reposi- 
tories for the many invaluable early Irish tombslabs strewed over 
the churchyard, and which were exposed to theft and defacement. 
This was accomplished by placing iron gates in the doorways of 
Temple Dowling, and of a vaulted chamber which opened off the 
Cathedral. Into these two inclosures were removed nearly all the 
Irish tombslabs ; in the latter also were deposited the carved stones 
found in the excavations of the Cathedral, and Temple Finghin. 
The Eev. C. Vignoles had confided the keys of these two interesting 
"museums" to the care of the zealous and intelligent custodian of 
the churchyard, Mr. Kieran MoUoy, who would with pleasure ex- 
hibit their contents to visitors. The remaining object was the re- 
storation of the conical cap of the round tower attached to Temple 
Finghin, commonly called Mac Carthy's. This the exhaustion of 
the funds did not permit, as the scaffolding required to carry it out 
properly would be expensive ; and, even when scaffolded to the sum- 
mit, it would cost a considerable sum to reset the stones of the cap, 
the curious herringbone masonry of which has been greatly dis- 
located, probably by the action of lightning. This work was, 
therefore, obliged to be deferred to a future time ; but he was glad 
to learn that a subscription for that special purpose had already been 
set on foot.' He was happy to say he had met with every encou- 
ragement from all classes in the locality whilst engaged in the work ; 
great satisfaction being generally expressed at the interest shown 
by the Society in the venerated remains of the Seven Churches of 
Clonmacnoise. He trusted that the subscribers were satisfied with 
what had been effected : all he would say was, that he and his friend 
the Rev. C. Vignoles had acted to the best of their judgment. He 
hoped that many of those who so kindly contributed would visit 
Clonmacnoise, and personally inspect the results accomplished. 



The following contributions towards this object have been promised : 



Sir Arthur Magennis, K.C.B., 10 

Lord Castlemaine 5 

The Very Rev. The Dean of 

Ossory, 2 

Rev. C. Vignoles, .,..10 

Mrs. J. Vignoles, 10 

R. J. E. Mooney, Esq., ..10 
Charles H. Foot, Esq., ... 1 



d. 
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£ s. (i. 
John D. Lauder, Esq., ... 1 
Thomas B. Lauder, Esq., ..100 
Rev. Sir Edmund Armstrong, 10 

Rev. J. Frazer, 10 

Thomas Mulock, Esq., . . . 10 
W. Delaney, Esq., .... 10 
George Daly, Esq , .... 10 
Henry K. Daly, Esq., . . . io 
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The following presentations were received, and thanks voted to 
the donors : — 

By the Sussex Archaeological Society : "Sussex Archaeological 
Collections," Vol. XVII. 

By the Royal Institution of Cornwall: their "Journal," No. 
4, new series. • 

By the Cambrian Ai'chjeological Association : " Archasologia 
Cambrensis," Nos, 43 and 44, third series. 

By the British Archaeological Association : their " Journal," 
September, 1865. 

By the Cambridge Antiquarian Society : " Communications 
made to the Society," No. 14. 

By Llewellyn Jewitt, Esq. : «' The Reliquary," No. '21. 

By the Cambrian Institute : their " Journal," for June and 
September, 1864; and for September, 1865. 

By the Statistical and Social Inquiry Society of Ireland : their 
" Journal," Part 30. 

By the Publisher : " The Gentleman's Magazine" for August, 
September, and October, 1865. 

By the Publisher: " The Builder," Nos. 1173-1186, inclusive. 

By Mr. Rowe, Carlow, through M. D'Allamand: a brass ring- 
dial, of old construction, with descriptive particulars ; and a speci- 
men of the old oak which had formed part of the ancient roof of the 
Cathedral of Old Leighlin. 

By Mr. Frederick Jones, Cool, Castlebridge : a curious jet 
bead, which had formed portion of an ancient necklace, found in a 
field near Killinick, county of Wexford. 

By Mr. J. O'Bryan, the Schoolhouse, Jenkinstown : a Roman 
brass of Hadriain, in very good preservation, found in Jenkinstown 
demesne, county of Kilkenny. 

By Mr. Laurence Power : a carved stone, being the apex of a 
gable barge, with the base of a cross at top, apparently of the 
fifteenth century, which had been used as an ordinary building 
stone in a portion of the premises in which he resides in High-street, 
Kilkenny. The house was, in the end of the sixteenth century, the 
chief town residence of Sir Richard Shee, Knight, of Upper Court, 
by whom it was built. A number of fragments of sepulchral mo- 
numents had also been used as building materials in the structure. 

By Mr. G. M'MuUen, Kells : some human and other bones, 
dug up in The Moat at Kells. 

By Major Elliot, Rathcurby : a specimen of the grotesque metal 
castings, of which some others, found in the county and city of 
Kilkenny, have been previously deposited in the Society's Museum. 
The present specimen was found by Mr. Osborne in the bed of the 
stream which rises in his demesne of Silverspring, which his work- 
people were engaged in cleaning out. The subject represented a 
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raale and female figure engaged in a scuffle — apparently a matri- 
monial squabble. Another example of this subject is in the Mu- 
seum, having been found, some years since, in sinking a pumpshaft 
near Knocktopher. 

By Mr. Shaw : the results of some further explorations at Ard- 
nahue, (see p. 1 17, supra). The objects now sent by Mr. Shaw con- 
sisted of the fragments of fictile vessels, obviously intended for 
domestic purposes — they were exceedingly thin, except at the rim, 
which showed a kind of rude impressed ornamentation ; a couple of 
small rude iron knife blades, like those found in Dunbell raths ; the 
end of a curious bronze ornament, terminating in the figure of a 
dog's head ; some tines of deers' horns, and boars' tusks ; the skull 
of a greyhound ; and a wedge-shaped stone. These objects excited 
much interest. 

Mr. Meredyth, Norelands, sent for exhibition a gold noble 
of Henry IV. or Henry V., weight 106y% grains, found by a poor 
man in digging in a field near Shankill; it was in good preservation. 

Mr. Robert Bruce Armstrong, Burnchurch, sent for exhibition, 
through the Chairman, a very fine bronze leaf-shaped spearhead ; 
and made known to the Society the discovery, in the churchyard 
at Burnchurch, of a carving representing, apparently, one of the 
Apostles, probably part of the side support of one of the tombs of 
the Fitzgeralds, Barons of Burnchurch, which seem to have been 
originally altar monuments. 

The Rev. G. H. Reade forwarded specimens of several Saxon 
coins, discovered in June, 1864, on the property of Travers Wright, 
Esq., Killincoole Castle, county of Louth, by a tenant of that gen- 
tleman, in removing a large iron-stone that had impeded his 
plough. The coins were sent by Mr. Wright, who kindly offered 
to pay for the engraving, for the Society's Transactions, of one of 
them which Dr. Aquilla Smith had pronounced worthy of publica- 
tion. Mr. Reade sent the following paper, descriptive of the find : — 

" The discovery of small hoards of Saxon coins on the north-east 
coast of Ireland is of rather frequent occurrence, and the coins are gene- 
rally found in tolerable preservation; occasionally, as in the present in- 
stance, other articles of interest are found with them: a large quantity 
has never yet been found together, as far as I can learn. These ' finds' 
seem to have been the treasure of comparatively poor men, who have hid 
them where they have been found, upon some sudden notice of an irrup- 
tion of the Danes ; and, having probably been killed, or carried away by 
those barbarous robbers, have never returned to resume possession of 
their treasures. It is much to be regretted that little or no notice has 
been taken hitherto of these finds, nor any record made of them,' as they 

iMr. Lindsay in his "View of the principal hoards or parcels of coins dis- 
Coinage of Ireland," has given in Ap- covered in Ireland within the last few 
pendix lS'o.7 an "Account of someof the jears." 
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are calculated to throw some light on the history of those troubled times; 
the names of the kings and dates of their coins being generally coinci- 
dent with the periods of the most frequent raids of the Danes upon our 
coast. Hume describes the condition of the British Islands as a state of 
continual terror, from the frequency of Danish invasion from the time of 
the reign of Ethel wolf, A. D, 838, until the time of Edward the Confessor ; 
and the mode of the warfare carried on by them not only accounts for 
the great number of small hoards of treasure hidden at that period, but 
suggests also the use and meaning of those numerous earthen inclosures 
which so thickly stud this side of our island, generally called Danish 
forts : I mean those of small size — as the larger were evidently dwelling 
places and fortresses of a much older date — in use when the kingdom 
was Pagan. These small defences were found sufficient protection against 
an enemy who never had time regularly to invest a fortification, but 
simply intended to spoil the country by a sudden descent, and carry off the 
booty. As Hume says — ' They avoided coming to a general engagement, 
which was not suited to their plan of operations ; their vessels were small, 
and ran easily up the creeks and rivers, where they drew them ashore ; 
and, having formed an intrenchment around them, which they guarded 
with part of their number, the remainder scattered themselves every- 
where, and, carrying off the inhabitants, cattle, and goods, hastened to 
their ships, and quickly disappeared.' 

" Hence, these so-called ' Danish forts,' of small size, may have been 
amply sufficient to protect the people and their cattle during the short 
period of these hurried raids ; as, upon notice being given of the appearance 
of the Danish ships in the estuary, they could at once collect into some of 
these numerous defences, and stand to their arms until the storm had blown 
over. The owner of the hoard now under notice was not so fortunate as 
to escape; he had just time, evidently, to conceal his treasure under the 
' iron-stone,' but was himself probably swept away by the marauders. 
There the coins lay, possibly from A. D. 959 until A. D. 1859, when 
"William Durnin ploughed them up. The coins were in excellent preser- 
vation when concealed, some of them having the ' mint bloom' upon them ; 
and but for the large mixture of alloy in most of them would now be 
perfect specimens of their kind,_but verdigris has eaten away some letters. 
Of the forty coins, of which the hoard consisted, only eight have been re- 
tained by Travers Wright, Esq., of Killincoole Castle, on whose land they 
were found. Of these, two are pure silver, and in perfect preservation, 
Ethelstan, silver; and Eadwig, base metal; the other coins are: one of 
Ethelstan, silver; one of Eadwig, base metal; one of Edgar, base metal; 
and three of Eadred, base metal. 

" The coin of Edgar is one of the rudest of the collection, and the 
name of the moneyer is nearly eaten away ; but, as the coins of this bad 
man are comparatively common, it is of less consequence. He seems to 
have given license to stamp coins to very many persons, the names of 
twenty-six moneyers being before me. 

" Some few years ago there was a ' find' of Saxon coins in the parish 
of Derrykeighan, near Dervock, county of Antrim, one of which was in the 
possession of the Venerable Thomas Hincks, our Associate ; it bore eadgar 
i!Ex, obverse ; and gridmone, reverse. This Grid is the only name I 
have seen repeated upon the Saxon coins. He seems to have been the 
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favourite amongst the legion of coiners in Edgar's reign. I now add the 
account of the circumstances of the present ' fitid' from the pen of Travers 
Wright, Esq., of Killincoole Castle — whose residence is a very perfect 
specimen of the Anglo-Norman Castle and fortification — and to whose 
kindness I am much indebted. It is much to be regretted that the gra- 
duated bar of silver mentioned by Mr. Wright has not been recovered. 
The pipe must have fallen there from some careless hands, some five or six 
hundred years afterwards. These coins range from Ethelstan, A. D, 924, 
to A. D. 975 ; so that, although embracing the reigns of Ethelstan, Ed- 
mund, Edred, Edwy, and Edgar, they may have easily been in circulation 
at the same time. 

" ' Memorandum made the 2Ist June, 1864, by Travers Wright, with 
reference to the finding of the Saxon coins in this neighbourhood : — 

" ' William Durnin, son of Widow Durnin, on whose farm the coins 
were found, gave following particulars: — 

" ' In the month of October, 1859, a large iron-stone which had been 
in the way of the plough for many years was removed by him ; and about 
eighteen inches under it they discovered the coins, about forty in number, 
together with a piece of graduated bar silver, as thick as an ordinary 
pencil, but square. All the coins lying alongside the stone were in good 
preservation ;j but those less protected were fast crumbling away, in con- 
sequence of the alloy of copper in their composition. There was no trace 
of any vessel or other receptacle for the treasure ; but along with them 
was also said to have been found the head of a smoking pipe, coloured 
blue and red, and glazed. Unfortunately, this interesting relic was lost 
or unheeded in the excitement of the found treasure, and all subsequent 
search has been fruitless to discover it.' 

" ' The farm of Widow Durnin is on the townland of AUardstown, 
parish of Killincoole, about a quarter of an English mile from Killincoole 
Castle. 

(Signed) " ' Travers Wright. 

" ' 2lst June, 1864.' " 



The coins having been submitted to Aquilla Smith, Esq., 
M. D., he had kindly deciphered them as follows : — 

SAXON PENNIES. 

Ethelstan, A. D. 924 to 940. 

1. + EDELSTAN RE SAXORVM (M reversed). 
+ BOmA MOTCT DEORABVI (Derby mint). 

Eadred, A. D. 946 to 955. 

2. + EADRED. Rev. CANOERET (R reversed). 

3. Do. „ FRODRICMO (M reversed). 

4. Do. „ RINVC MON 
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Eadwig, A. D. 955 to 959. 
5. 4- EADU)1& REX Rev. EADMVND M ON EO (York) 





6. 



7. + 



Do. 



EADVLF MO 



Eadgar, A.D. 959 to 975. 
EADDAR EX Rev. ALFRED. 



All are published in Kuding, except the moneyer of No. 5. 

Mr. Alexander Nesbit sent the following observations on the 
subject of the Brunswick Casket, in reply to those of Professor 
Stephens printed at p. 134, supra. 

" 1 regret to be obliged to ask some space in the Journal in order to 
reply to Mr. Stephens' observations at p. 134, supra, on the subject 
of the Brunswick Casket, as it has become mixed up -with personal ques- 
tions, which can hardly interest readers in general; but it is due both to 
Mr. Stephens and to myself that I should explain what I have already 
written upon it. I therefore beg to remark : — 

" 1st. As to Mr. Kemble's (alleged) copy of the inscription. If Mr. 
Stephens has any evidence proving that Mr. Kemble made this copy, or 
if he is sure that the handwriting is really Kemble's, I have no more to 
say. I have never said that he did not make it — I only pointed out rea- 
sons why I was led to suppose that he had not done so. To these I may 
now add that, when I showed the electrotypes to him, he told me that he 
knew nothing of the Casket, and I do not think that he subsequently re- 
visited Brunswick. My only object in mentioning this matter was, to 
rebut a charge of inaccuracy (if undeserved), brought against that late 
eminent antiquary and scholar. 

" 2ndly. As to the runes, I must observe, in the first place, that I 
never pretended to give a judgment of my own on any of the points in 
which there appeared to be a difference between Mr. Stephens and other 
authorities ; I wished merely to call attention to the apparent discrepancies 
between his reading and that of Mr. Kemble, and to leave it to compe- 
tent scholars to decide. 

" I must, however, freely confess the mistake I made in consequence 
of my being so much biassed by Mr. Kemble's opinion that the characters 
read by Mr. Stephens as NG were not characters at all, as to overlook the 
possibility that Mr. Stephens had considered them to be such. This mistake 
once made, others followed ; but I must put it to Mr. Stephens, whether, 
by omitting to give the separate value of each rune, he has not himself 
unintentionally prepared the trap in which I was taken. How was I to 
guess that NG represented one rune, and not two; that yO and eA were 
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meant for diphthongs ; that leA was to be read I, eA, and not le, A? Had 
he done in the first instance what he has now followed me in doing, viz., 
numbering the runes, and assigning a value to each, the mistake would not 
have been possible. Still, I fully admit that I was not warranted in say- 
ing that he assumed the existence of runes corresponding with LyO ; I 
ought to have written more guardedly, and merely said that I could not 
see where he found them. My meaning was, that I supposed him to have 
assumed their existence in consequence of some theory of his own which 
he had omitted to explain ; I, of course, never intended to charge him with 
interpolating letters without some ground for so doing ; I however beg 
to express my regret for the injustice which I have carelessly done him. 

" "With regard to my inaccuracies, I must remark that the ' strange 
differences' between my two statements of his readings are occasioned, as 
to the difference between LIIN and LIIIN by an error of the press ; 
and as to that between MUNGP^ G^, &c., and MUNGP^LYO GM, 
&c., by my intentionally omitting the letters for which I failed to find 
corresponding runes. This the context makes clear enough ; for of the 
first reading I say — ' Here are thirty-four letters' (IH being read as one), 
and on the second I comment at some length. I must take leave to say 
that there was no such thing ' plainly before' me as the runes, or their 
numbers placed over the corresponding letters. I complained of the ab- 
sence of such an elucidation of the subject; and, as I have said above, had 
it been there, I could not have fallen into the mistake into which I fell, 

" The first Y in MUNGYP^LYO, again, is an error of the press. 

"I am surprised that Mr. Stephens does not see that my No. 14 is 
the one which he would make No. 15 (supposing the inscription to begin 
with the letter S) ; and that, therefore, his ' This is too bad' is misdirected. 
Also, that my No. 16 is his 17, and is read L by every one; it is not my 
14 (his 15), as he assumes it to be. But all this is only blunder upon 
blunder; and, as I made the first, I have little right to complain. 

"The important question still remains to be answered. Are Mr. 
Stephens' reading and translation correct? My pretensions to answer it 
are indeed very small, but I will venture to give the result of the consi- 
deration I have given to it. I should state that my authorities as to the 
value of the runes are Mr. Haigh (' Conquest of Britain'), and Mr. J. M. 
Kemble (' Archseologia,' vol. xxviii.) ; these have, I believe, given the 
fullest alphabets of runes which are to be found in any English books. 

" First, then, as to the value of the runes : — 

"The differences between Mr. Stephens' reading and that of Mr. 
Kemble regard Nos. 3, 6, 13, 14, 15, 19, and 24. (I number the runes 
as they are numbered by Mr. Stephens on page 135.) As regards Nos. 
3 and 19, the question is, whether these runes are to be regarded as let- 
ters, or as ornaments or marks of division. Their position in the centre of 
each side was, I suppose, the chief reason which Mr. Kemble had for sup- 
posing them to be here used as the latter rather than the former. 

" Nos. 1 3 and 24. These runes appear to me (I write, having before me 
an electrotype from the original inscription) to approach much more nearly 
to the Anglo-Saxon rune for K than to that for U. I cannot agree with 
Mr. Stephens, when he says that No. 6 ('the last stave in SIGHyOR') 
is the same rune as No. 25, both being the equivalent of R, and different 
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from 13 and 24. To me it appears that 6, 13, and 24, are all the same, 
and probably K, 25 being E. This last rune is repeated in almost exactly 
the same form, while 6, 13, and 24 in their repetitions present slight 
variations of form (always, however, preserving a long upright stroke^ 
but bearing a much greater likeness one to another than any one of them 
has to either of the repetitions of No. 25. This can be well judged of 
by the engraving on page 269, where the forms of the runes are very 
faithfully copied. 

" No. 14. The rune giving the sound NG should, according to Mr. 
Stephens, consist of two angles ; but here we have one angle and one 
curve, and in the repetition one angle and three curves. This seems to 
require explanation. The small size and irregularity of these marks or 
characters probably induced Mr. Kemble to consider them not to be runes. 
It is, perhaps, worth remarking that, according to Kemble (' Archseologia,' 
vol. xxviii., Plate xv.), the two saltires (to use an heraldic word), placed 
one over the other, which Mr. Stephens says are another form of the same 
rune, in the Marcomannic alphabet have the value of the diphthong ce. 

" No. 15. Neither Kemble nor Haigh recognise this as the equiva- 
lent of P; but give instead quite different forms. This seems singular, as 
Mr. Stephens states that he has met with it ' exactly as on this Casket, in 
three Old English manuscript alphabets, and in many more in a nearly 
allied form.' If Mr. Stephens would mention the age and place of deposit 
of these MSS., he would evidently do a service to the students of runes. 

" Secondly, As to the interpretation, I have no reading of my own to 
maintain, but there are to me many difficulties in accepting that of Mr. 
Stephens. Would an Anglo-Saxon, or an Irishman writing Saxon, have 
written the preterite of the verb writan with a U instead of a W ? Is it 
likely that in the seventh or eighth century the nasal pronunciation of 
mont in the word Montpellier was in use in Aquitaine, where to the pre- 
sent day mon is pronounced moun? And, if not, why should NG be used 
instead of NT ? Is ' Sighyor' an oblique case ? Is the title anywhere 
known to have been applied to a civilian ? 

" In the time of St. Eligius Montpellier does not seem to have been in 
existence as a town. Moreri (' Diet. Hist.') tells us that it was founded 
about A.D. 735, when Maguelonne was demolished, the ancient Bishopric 
of the latter place being transferred to Sustantion, close to Montpellier. 
Mr. Stephens says that ' it existed' in the seventh century ; but where is 
the proof of its existence as even a hamlet? I must, therefore, still avow 
myself dissatisfied with both Mr. Stephens' reading and interpretation; 
but I hope that this inscription will not be allowed to remain a mystery, 
but that some more successful scholar will take it in hand. It may be 
worth while to mention that there is at Kirk Onchan, in the Isle of Man, 
another unexplained runic inscription, which contains a syllable identical 
(if Mr. Kemble's reading be correct), with one in that on the Casket : this 
is given in the 'Memoires des Antiquaires du Nord' for the year 1852, 
p. 200, as reading VKIKAT AVIRATHIKRIT, with the comment—' a 
fragment not to be understood, perhaps Gaelic' 

" As to the probable age of the Casket, the difference between myself 
and Mr. Stephens does not appear to be very great ; I say the ninth, 
tenth, or possibly the eleventh century, while he thinks the eighth or 
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ninth the latest which are probabla This opinion, however, seems in 
great measure to rest on two assumptions, which every one will not, I think, 
be disposed to accept without proof: — 1st. That the Casket was made for 
a member of the highest and mod educated class ; and, 2ndly. That at 
any period later than the ninth century Boman letters, and not runes, 
would have been employed on any object made for such a personage. 

" I can see nothing to prove that the Casket was not made for a lay- 
man ; this to me seems quite possible, though it is perhaps more proba- 
ble that it was made for an ecclesiastic. It is, however, obviously very 
unsafe to treat mere probabilities as if proved, and then to argue from them. 
It seems to me that, as the dates of MSS. can generally be well ascertained, 
inferences drawn from them afford us safer ground to go upon. 

" As to the material of the Casket, I must observe that Mr. Stephens 
must have read what I wrote very carelessly, if he supposes me to have 
said, or suggested, that the narwhal is not a cetaceous animal, which I 
suppose is what is meant by the facetious observation that that animal 
' is or used to be/ such. Nor did I say that he said that it is ' either of 
ivory, or of the tusk of the narwhal.' My object was merely to draw the 
distinction between bone and ivory, and to affirm that it was the former, and 
not the latter. It is, as I have said, bone of a somewhat coarse and open 
structure, whereas the tusk of the narwhal has the exterior of remarka- 
bly fine and hard ivory, while the interior is of a rough irregular texture, 
partially transparent, and which cannot be readily carved. Almost any 
ancient carving in this last material will showjboth portions; for it is 
difficult to procure a piece of the ivory alone of large size. It would, I 
think, be difficult to procure a plate 3 in. by 4-^ (the dimensions of the 
larger plates of this box), which should not be in part composed of the 
rough interior substance. 

" As the only other two instances of carvings of a like character which 
I have met with are executed in bone of a like kind to that of which this 
box is made, the precise nature of the material appears to be a matter 
worth noticing." 

The following papers were submitted to the Members: — 



REMARKS ON A CARVED ROCK AT RYEFIELD, COUNTY 

OF CAVAN. 

BY GEO. V. DUNOYER, ESQ., M.K.I. A., GEOLOGIST, GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY OF IRELAND. 

The startling discoveries of vrorked flint hatchets and arrowheads 
at a depth of twenty feet, or so, in the undisturbed alluvial gravel 
on either side of the Valley of the Somme, near Abbeville, made 
by Mons. Boucher de Perthes, and published by him in the year 
1849, took the whole geological and antiquarian world by surprise. 

3 E 



